CPSC 203 WinterSession 2008 – Assignment 1 – September 25th, 2008

Your Mission: Create an Information Dashboard based on the class survey data in the file: ClassSurveySample_20080921.xls

Objectives:

1. To practice good spreadsheet design principles as given in the lab manual. 

2. To introduce you to a realistic data analysis exercise using spreadsheets

3. To allow you to design an information dashboard summarizing a large number of fields into a few informative charts.  

Steps:

1. Use the template spreadsheet: ClassSurveySample_20080921.xls

2. Fill in the following tabs:  Introduction, Model, Data Dictionary. The model tab must include a rationale for the calculated fields you create, summary statistics, and dashboard design. 

3. Add to the Data Tab: new calculated fields and new summary statistics calculations. For top marks you must create a new calculated field using  either an “If” or a “Lookup” function. Make sure it is clear what is “Raw Data”, what are “Calculated Variables” and what are “Summary Calculations”. 

4. Add to the Dashboard tab: 3 charts you have designed to summarize the data with appropriate titles, legends, and annotations. Include on the Dashboard tab a section where in a few sentences you interpret each chart.  Make your information dashboard as clear, concise, and informative as possible, using good visual design principles. Make one of your comparisons between data from this class and classes from previous sessions.

Grading: 100 Points

1. Introduction, Model and Data Dictionary  Tabs – 30 points

2. Design and Clarity of the Data and Dashboard tabs – 30 points

3. Accuracy of all calculations – 20 points

4. Originality – 10 points

5. *Comprehensiveness – 10 points. 

Note – by “comprehensiveness” what is meant is designing the dashboard so it reflects as much of the raw data as possible in a few clear and informative charts.

Submission. 

Name the assignment file: Assign1_LastName_FirstName_StudentID.xls. You may use Excel, Open Office Spreadsheet, or Google Spreadsheet & Docs – but must submit a .xls file (so TA's can open it!). Submit via Blackboard. 

Original Work: All the  work you submit  must be original, and developed by you.  If in doubt, check the U of C's  honesty policy: http://www.ucalgary.ca/honesty/  and check with your TA. Also, be aware of U of C's academic misconduct regulations: http://www.ucalgary.ca/pubs/calendar/2007/how/How_LB.htm
Due: Submitted to Blackboard by October 27th  10pm . 

